
By Ukiah Daily Journal staff

A 31-year-old Ukiah transient
was arrested for allegedly as-
saulting two women in a hotel
last week, the Ukiah Police De-
partment reported.
According to the UPD, the sus-

pect, identified as Scotty L.Willis,
called 911 shortly after 3 a.m. Feb.
12 to report that he had been as-
saulted earlier at the Sunrise Inn
in the 600 block of South State
Street.
When officers responded to

the hotel to speak to the alleged
assailant, a 26-year-old woman,
they learned that both she and a
55-year-old woman claimedWillis
had in fact assaulted them.
According to the first victim,

Willis became enraged when she
invited the older woman to stay in
their room, at one point slamming
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At last week’s Ukiah Unified
School District boardmeeting, an
estimated 100 UkiahHigh School
students, parents and coaches
convened to protest a decision
recently made by UUSD admin-
istration to hire a new head coach
for theWildcats 2015 football pro-
gram. According to members of
the board, a decision had been
made to hire Coach Chris Burris,
rather than re-hire current head
coach Jeff Burrell.
During the first week of Feb-

ruary, interviews were held for
coaching positions at Ukiah High
School. This is an annual evalua-
tion that coachesmust participate
in every year to assess program
records and allow credentialed
school employees the opportunity
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Another 5,280 acre-feet can be saved before triggering flood control
By Justine Frederiksen
udjjf@ukiahdj.com
@justfrederiksen on Twitter

Another 5,000-plus acre-feet of
water can be stored in LakeMen-
docino this year before flood-con-
trol stage is triggered, according
to the Russian River Flood Con-
trol and Water Conservation Im-
provement District.
RRFD&WCIDGeneralManager

Sean White said he filed a request
knownas a “deviation” inMarch of
2014 with the Army Corps of En-
gineers to be able to store another
17,000acre-feet ofwater in the lake.
“We were looking to get more

aggressive in our storage of wa-
ter,” said White, explaining that
the region was just beginning an-
other of a serious drought then,
and his district was hoping to
avoid another situation wherein

large amounts of water were re-
leased from the lake in 2012.
Typically, the lake’s storage pool

holds 68,410 acre-feet, andonce the
water reaches that level the Corps
takes over operations of Coyote
Valley Dam, which can lead to
large releases ofwater in the name
of managing the risk of floods.
White said his request is called

a “deviation” because it deviates

LAKE MENDOCINO

Morewater can nowbe stored
The Army
Corps of
Engineers
has approved
an additional
5,280acre-
feet of water
storage
for Lake
Mendocino.
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Perusing her eclectic curric-
ulum vitae, it’s clear that Diana
Clarke has the expertise neces-
sary to guide the Ukiah Sen-
ior Center in maintaining its
current programs and in devel-
oping new activities for boom-
ers entering their golden years.
Four weeks in as executive di-
rector, she’s ready to go.
She moved to Ukiah from

Sunnyvale when she was 5,
graduated from Ukiah High
and attended UC Davis with
the intention of being a politi-
cal science major. Her friends
were in the drama department
and looked like they were hav-
ingmore fun. She switched her
major and fell in love with the
theater, specializing in the art
of being a stage manger. “I’ve
always been a back-of- the-
house kind of person. I love
making the production work.”
She graduated with a bach-

elor of arts degree in dramatic
art, was accepted into a brand
new stage management pro-
gram at New York University
but instead became stageman-
ger for the American Conserv-
atory Theater from ’72 to ’75.
She worked at the Old Globe in
San Diego and at the Arizona
Theater Company.
Time for a change, she re-

turned to school to get her
master of arts degree in jus-
tice studies at Arizona in ’79
and was hired full time with
the Arizona Securities Divi-
sion. She topped out, returned
to school at Arizona State to
get her law degree and worked
in private practice as a trial
lawyer and with the Superior
Court in Phoenix, overseeing
the probate and mental health
department where she worked
with guardianships, conserva-
torships andmental health and
decedent cases.
It was here that she became
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SENIOR CENTER DIRECTOR
Diana Clarke: ‘It’s the most rewarding work for me, making sure seniors have
the best life possible and that they are protected.’
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“The Senior Center is a hidden treasure and does not have the visibility it needs to have; we are committed to making the community more
aware of what a great resource it is, working to improve our communication,” says new Executive Director Diana Clarke.

Diana Clarke, executive director of the Ukiah Senior Center, with Lillie
Carr, a volunteer of four years.
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acquainted with seniors
and their susceptibility to
fraud schemes. “Most fraud
victims are seniors; work-
ing there I became involved
with protecting the elderly.
We dealt with adults who
could no longer take care
of their own affairs; it was
the court’s duty to make
sure their money was pro-
tected.”
Clarke returned to Ukiah

in 2011, and served as assis-
tant court executive officer
and Human Resources di-
rector with the Superior
Court, and in-house coun-
sel for Consolidated Tribal
Health.
Lavonna Silviera stepped

down as director of the

Ukiah Senior Center and
Clarke stepped up. “This
was the kind of work that
had always been a part of
my background, working
with seniors making sure
they have access to services.
“It’s the most reward-

ing work for me, making
sure seniors have the best
life possible and that they
are protected. It was all the
things I was doing when I
worked in fraud investiga-
tions and with the Superior
Court. It feels very comfort-
able to me.”
Under her guidance, the

Senior Center will con-
tinue its ongoing activi-
ties providing transporta-
tion, outreach, the Lunch
Bunch, dining room, re-
source and referral and the
Thrift Store, but Clarke has
an eye toward the future.
“We want to make sure

the center stays fresh for
everyone; what might ap-
peal to those who appre-
ciated Lawrence Welk will
not be the same for those
who grew up with Rolling
Stones. There’s a huge gen-
erational shift between the
World War II generation
and the baby boomers.”
The board is committed

to making the changes nec-
essary to adapt and mod-
ernize approaches to cre-
ate a broader appeal. Not
wanting to turn away from
current practices that work
well for those being served,
boardmembers are looking
to expand with relevant ac-
tivities and programs for
those who grew up with
technology, a more active
lifestyle and broader inter-
ests.
Musicians for their reg-

ular ice cream socials in-

clude contemporary tune-
smiths Les Beck, Paul Kemp
and boogie-woogie man Ed
Reinhart. Their Saturday
night band line-up includes
rock and countrymusicians
Will Siegel & Friends, the
Country Boys and South-
ern Comfort. They offer reg-
ular line and folk dancing
classes and a venue for Oni
Lagioia’s choir to practice
and perform. They have up-
graded their website with a
more trendy logo incorpo-
rating more information.
“Right now, we have baby

boomers at an age where

they are caring for par-
ents; the center has activi-
ties that appeal to both gen-
erations. We have multiple
levels andwant the commu-
nity to be aware of this.
“The Senior Center is a

hidden treasure and does
not have the visibility it
needs to have; we are com-
mitted to making the com-
munity more aware of what
a great resource it is, work-
ing to improve our commu-
nication.”
She is appreciative of hav-

ing the opportunity to have
gained the skills expertise

with which she is able to
give back. “When I go into
Bartlett Hall, I meet peo-
ple who knew my parents
or those whose kids with
whom I attended school.
It’s a warm fuzzy, the six
degrees of separation have
been reduced to 1 ½.
“The staff and volunteers

are passionate about their
commitment. You couldn’t
work with a better group
of people; everyone is here
with a joyous heart every
day. Come to the Senior
Center and have fun; it’s for
all ages and all interests.”
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from the Corps’ normal op-
erations at the lake, and he
did not receive a reply un-
til both he and Rep. Jared
Huffman (D- San Rafael)
pressed for one.
“When the Corps finally

replied, they said the re-
sponse had taken so long
because the request re-
sulted in new national pol-
icies,” White said, explain-
ing that the Corps decided
to separate deviation re-
quests into “major” and
“minor” categories. And
though his “major” request
of 17,000 acre-feet of addi-
tional storage was denied,
the Corps did offer him an

additional 5,280 acre-feet.
White said that num-

ber was arrived at because
the maximum amount of a
“minor” request is either 5
percent of the reservoir’s
storage or two feet above
the normal storage level,
whichever is more.
“It isn’t the 17,000 I asked

for, but it’s still a consider-
able amount of water and
I’m happy we got that flexi-
bility,” he said, adding that
the Corps has not been in
charge of dam releases
since December of 2012,
“because it hasn’t been full
enough since then.”
As of 1 p.m. Wednesday,

the lake had 67,975 acre-feet
ofwater, and28cubic feetper
second was being released.
That low amount of outflow
is the result of a Temporary

Change Order petition that
will expire on Friday, Feb.
20. White said that doesn’t
mean 150 cfs will need to be
released from the dam im-
mediately, it just means that
150 cfs needs to bemeasured
at the Russian River’s first
gauge at Talmage.
“Right now, that gauge

is at about 150 cfs, so the
releases will probably have
to be bumped up a little by
Feb. 20 to reach that level,”
he said, explaining that the
rains in February helped
boost the river flows. “That
last storm really saved our
bacon.”
Also as of Feb. 20, he said

the RRFC&WCID will re-
scind the mandatory con-
servation of 25 percent for
its customers, and voluntary
conservationwill be in effect.

Lake
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THE JACK DOOLEY MEMORIAL CRAB FEED
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2015

Norm Island Building
1200 Hastings Rd.
Ukiah, Ca. 95482

Cocktails at 6:00 pm; Dinner at 7:00 pm
ALL YOU CAN EAT

Crab, Clam Chowder, Salad and Bread
Advance Ticket Sales ONLY

$38 Adults; $19 Children 12 and under; free to children under 3 yrs.
Tickets May Be Purchased At Ukiah Elks Lodge

1200 Hastings Road,
Ukiah, CA (no refunds)

Call the Lodge M-F from 9 am—6 pm - 462-1728

Special Olympics
Mendocino Inland
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